
Are you a private postsecondary educational institution or public 
out-of-state postsecondary educational institution that grants

degrees or is seeking degree-granting authority? (Instruction may 
occur either through physical presence or distance education.) 

Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 71

Consult either:

   (1) Texas Workforce Commission2 regarding 
rules governing Career Schools and Colleges; or 
(2) Other Texas agencies3 which may license or 
regulate a particular occupation or profession.

Does your institution have a 
physical presence in Texas.

[TAC 7.3(27)]
YES

Are you a religious 
institution?

[TAC 7.9 and 
7.14(2)(B)]

NO

Is your institution 
accredited by a THECB-
recognized accrediting 

agency?6 [TAC 7.6]

YES

Do you offer degree 
programs or courses 
which only lead to a 
degree in a religious 
discipline?[TAC 7.9]

YES

Your institution is 
Exempt from 

THECB oversight.7

Your institution must consult with TWC
and in in turn with THECB to obtain a

Certificate of Authority to offer courses 
and degree programs in Texas while you 

seek THECB-recognized accreditation.
[TAC 7.4 and 7.8]

YES

Your institution must consult with 
TWC and in in turn with THECB to

obtain a Certificate of Authorization 
to offer courses and degree 

programs in Texas. [TAC 7.7]

NO

Is your institution 
accredited by a US 

Department of 
Education-recognized 
accrediting agency?

[TAC 7.14]

YES

Your institution 
is Exempt from 

THECB 4 
oversight.7

In Addition: Your state higher 
education agency or higher 

education system may have entered 
into a Reciprocal State Exemption 

Agreement with THECB for the 
purposes of distance education.5 

The terms of the agreement would 
apply for your institution's distance 

education activities.

NO

Your institution must consult 
with TWC and in turn with 

THECB to obtain a Certificate 
of Authority to offer courses 

and degree programs in
Texas. [TAC 7.4 and 7.8]

NO

Flowchart of Approval Processes for Degree-Granting Colleges

and Universities Other than Texas Public Institutions

NO

YES

NOTES:
1Chapter 7 of the Texas Administrative Code: DEGREE GRANTING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES OTHER THAN TEXAS PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS may be found here. Individual rules referenced above may be accessed through 
this site.
2TWC: Texas Workforce Commission
3Other state agencies which license or regulate professions and occupations may be found by searching www.texas.gov. 
4THECB: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
5Texas is a member of the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA). More information on SARA can be found on the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements website: NC-SARA. 
6A list of accrediting agencies recognized by THECB may be found here.
7Additional information on exemptions may be found here.
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http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=7&rl=3
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http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
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